
Steps for assembly:

Step 1: Build 6 platforms 

[3 walls, 1 floor, 2 roof pieces]

Step 2: Build Front Wall

Step 3: Join Roof Sides

Step 4: Attach Walls to Floor

Step 5: Attach or Place Roof 

on House

Step 6: Add sticks and stones

Step 7: Add leaves, stones, 

and sticks for “furniture”

Optional: Build fences out of 

wire, glue, and sticks

Step 8: Place your bug house 

somewhere for bugs to find!

You can plant flowers around 

your house, set it up high, or 

keep it hidden in a special spot. 

Some bugs prefer dark, damp 

spots, some prefer dry bright 

spots. Depending on where you 

put your house and what’s 

inside will affect who ends up 

occupying the new space. 
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• 10-14 sticks for each 

(based on stick size)

• Cut sticks in half to make 

mini houses (note, sticks 

may split) 

Use hot glue or wood glue

• 11 sticks for front wall

• Steepness of roof will 

vary based on where you 

place the joiner pieces.

• Glue to permanently 

fix, or keep separate to 

view inside

• Break sticks into 

preferred lengths 

before starting. 

• Use sticks found in 

your yard already –

those are the ones 

your bugs are used 

to living among.  

• Fill your bug house with leaves 

and other yard materials. This 

will be a great place for your 

bugs to curl up for a nap.   
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For more backyard bug 

house DIY ideas, check 

out these websites!

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insect_hotel

www.kiwifamilies.co.nz/articles/make-bug-hotel/

www.thisnzlife.co.nz/diy-project-build-a-bug-
hotel-to-attract-beneficial-insects/

The Bug House described 

in this pamphlet is based 

on an idea found here:

afewshortcuts.com/how-

to-make-a-fairy-house/
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